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BROOME REGIONAL PRISON — UPGRADE 
537. Ms J. FARRER to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I refer to the $2.7 million upgrade to Broome Regional Prison. 
(1) Why is an upgrade needed? 
(2) What will it involve? 
(3) How will the work benefit local contractors and local workers? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

I thank the member for Kimberley for the question. It is of course a critical one for her and her constituents in the 
Kimberley. 

(1)–(3) Once again, we have a situation in prisons in which the Labor government is left to clean up the mess left 
by the previous Liberal–National government. If members look at Broome Regional Prison, as I did 
earlier this year, they will see the appalling state that Broome Regional Prison was left in by the previous 
government. Why was it left in that condition? It is because the previous government did not know 
whether it wanted it open or closed. In 2015, the previous Liberal government indicated it was going to 
close Broome Regional Prison. It was only after a year or so it realised it is the third-busiest remand 
prison in Western Australia; it would be impossible to close. Therefore, the previous government then 
indicated that it might keep it open. There was this continuous hiatus for the people of Broome, the people 
who worked in the prison of Broome and of course the prisoners in Broome wondering whether that 
prison was going to stay open or was not going to stay open. As result of that, the maintenance and any 
change in that prison dropped off completely. It was a pigsty when I got there; it was absolutely 
disgraceful. The previous government should hang its head in shame that it put prisoners in there. As 
a result of the claim by my department during the budget process, $2.7 million has been allocated to 
Broome Regional Prison. That will allow us to put in a new, more secure prisoner reception area and new 
cells for female prisoners; extend cyclone perimeter fences and new razor wire for the security of the 
external part of the prison; and expand outer-cell amenity for the maximum-security unit, which was 
absolutely disgraceful, leaving people in the maximum security unit with an amenity area that was not 
much bigger than a dog cage. Accommodation upgrades include new bunks, mattresses, electrical fittings, 
ablutions, radio upgrades and mobile duress alarms, and a new secure visitors area will be installed as 
part of this upgrade. 

In terms of the work that it will generate for the Broome and Kimberley community, up to 70 per cent of 
all the work over this $2.7 million allocation will be made available and hopefully picked up by local 
contractors—unlike the contracts that failed to materialise under the opposition’s government. Does the 
member for Nedlands remember when he was the Minister for Housing and I came into this house time 
after time begging him through MPIs, grievances and questions on notice to actually give work to local 
contractors in the Kimberley? His promise was, “Oh, yes. I’ll have a look at that and I will get it fixed.” 
It never happened. At least under WA Labor, we will get local jobs in the Kimberley and we will have 
contracts for local businesses in the Kimberley at last. 
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